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Homework

Homework, love it or hate it, has 
been around for hundreds of years.

When mentioned in class, it often 
receives a groan or two!

However, homework serves a 
purpose that goes far deeper than 
improving a student’s general 
understanding of a subject.



The importance of homework

• Education Endowment Foundation study (August 2021) found that homework has a 
positive impact on average (+ 5 months), particularly with pupils in secondary schools.

• Teach students how to work independently

• Teach students about time management

• Teach them how to set important priorities

• Help teachers estimate how well their students understand lessons and apply their 
learning

• Provide students with a great opportunity to review their learning

• Give parents a good chance to see what their children learn in classes

• Teach students how to take responsibility in their educational development



Homework at The Friary

• KS3 students receive regular homework in Maths and French.

• In addition to this they receive two Home Learning Assignments 
(HLAs) every fortnight.  Each HLA is equivalent to approximately 
3 hours work.

• The two week completion window for HLAs allows pupils to plan 
their homework around their out of school commitments.

• It cannot and should not be ‘crammed’ the night before 
submission.



How can you 
help?



Have High Academic Expectations

Out of all the things parents can 
do, having high aspirations and 
expectations of your child has 
the biggest impact. 

Parental expectations include 
how important school is, their 
attitude towards teachers, and 
the value of education.



Regular Communication

This includes developing and 
maintaining communication 
with children about their 
school life.

This helps parents nip any 
potential problems in the bud 
before they manifest into 
bigger issues.



Good Reading Habits

Encourage good reading habits and 
reading for pleasure. 

Reading has been associated with 
improvements in vocabulary, 
spelling, maths, and general 
academic achievements. 

You can find recommended reading 
lists for Y7, 8 and 9 on the school 
website on the ‘Library’ page.



Homework rules 

Evidence suggests that parents establishing homework 
rules for their children is one of the most powerful 
things they can do to assist their child’s academic 
development. 

In addition, making sure they explain why these rules 
are in place can help pupils eventually make better 
decisions regarding their independent study time later 
in their school career. 

Have clear rules to deal with how they divide their 
homework and leisure time. 

Given that students often do their homework with 
their mobile phones in front of them, which can be 
incredibly distracting, having a clear structure and set 
of rules can help.



How can parents help?

• Set up a homework-friendly area.

• Schedule a regular study time.

• Help them make a plan.

• Keep distractions to a minimum.

• Make sure they do their own work.



Continued…

• Be a motivator and monitor.

• Set a good example.

• Praise their work and efforts.

If there are continuing problems with homework, get help.

Office@friaryschool.co.uk

mailto:Office@friaryschool.co.uk


Supervising homework

Despite it sounding counter-intuitive, research has 
found that parents supervising their child’s homework 
does not have a significant impact on grades. 

Although support has some short term gains early on, 
as students get older and the homework they do 
becomes more complex, the need for them to take 
individual responsibility and ownership for their own 
success becomes more important. 

Helping your child develop healthy and consistent 
routines is the best way for you to help your child 
thrive at school.



Can AI tools help with homework?

• Question / answer

• Proof reading

• Help structuring an answer / generating ideas

• Can give tips / feedback

• Changing the language of a text

• Summarise a text





How could Copilot help?

• Ask: What are the features of a 
monologue?

• Ask: What are naturalistic 
performances using techniques 
developed by Stanislavski?

• Ask: What are the best ways to 
learn a monologue off by heart?







Text Summariser

• Here is a 5 bullet point summary of the first 2 pages:

• Marley, Scrooge's business partner, is dead beyond 
any doubt, as evidenced by the burial records.

• Scrooge is described as a tight-fisted, grasping, and 
miserly old man, who is cold and indifferent to others.

• Scrooge never painted out Marley's name from their 
business, and the firm remained known as "Scrooge 
and Marley."

• Scrooge is unaffected by external temperatures, as he 
is as cold and unyielding as the weather itself.

• On Christmas Eve, Scrooge is sitting in his counting-
house on a cold, dark, and foggy day, as people 
outside try to keep warm.



The Future

What is undeniable is that homework 
becomes more important as students 
progress through education. 

Very soon your child will be studying 
for their GCSEs and these will rely 
heavily on being able to work 
independently to consolidate 
learning and revise for examinations.



KS3 Revision guides

• Many subjects in school will produce their own 
resources to help support pupils with their learning.

• Some pupils may benefit from extra reference 
material that can be purchased from book shops.

• We recommend the CGP range of study guides 
which also have work books that can be used 
alongside them.


