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Model answer:
On the one hand the interpretation is accurate as it talks about how Elizabeth brought the Spanish Armada upon herself due to her behaviour towards Spain. From my own knowledge I know that Elizabeth encouraged Sir Francis Drake to rob Spanish ships – he stole £140,000, which is worth £200 million today. This angered Philip, however Elizabeth did not punish Drake. Instead she knighted him. Therefore, the interpretation is accurate as to some extent Elizabeth did bring the Armada upon herself.
However, in some ways the interpretation in inaccurate. It claims it is not correct that Philip encouraged plots against Elizabeth. From my own knowledge I know that Philip and Spain were involved in several plots to overthrow Elizabeth and replace her with the Catholic Mary Queen of Scots. The plots included the Ridolfi, Throckmorton and Babington plots. After one of these the Spanish Ambassador was expelled. Therefore, the source is inaccurate when it says that Philip did not encourage plots.
The source is also inaccurate when it claims Philip did not have the aim of overthrowing Protestantism. From my own knowledge Philip was deeply religious, and followed the word of the Pope. In 1570 the Pope issued a Papal Bull of Excommunication against Elizabeth, with the aim of overthrowing Protestantism. This led him to attempt several plots of get rid of Elizabeth. Therefore, the interpretation is not accurate when it says Elizabeth wanted to get rid of Protestantism.
Furthermore, the source is written on a website, which could make it less accurate as we do not know whether the author has any expertise. It is also biased as it promotes the Catholic church, and would therefore favour Spain over Elizabeth, and want to make it look as though Elizabeth started the war.
Overall, I mainly disagree with the interpretation. Whilst it is true that Drake did rob Spanish ships, it was Philip’s behaviour, encouraged by the Pope, that was the main reason for the Spanish Armada. The interpretation is biased, and does not acknowledge Philip’s role in the conflict.
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QUESTION 5

Read the interpretation below and then answer the question which follows.

The Elizabethan Religious Settlement did not solve the religious problems of the day. In
fact many of these problems would torment the Elizabethan government. It took all the
skill of the Privy Council to get it through the Houses of Parliament. There was so much
opposition that Elizabeth refused to permit any further discussion about religious reform
after 1559.

[Diarmaid MacCulloch, a professor in the history of Christianity and a deacon in the
Church of England, writing in his academic book The Later Reformation in
Tudor England, published in 1990]

How far do you agree with this interpretation of the success of the Elizabethan Religious
Settlement? [16]

{In your answer you should refer to how and why interpretations of this issue differ. Use your
own knowledge and understanding of the wider historical debate over this issue to reach a
well-supported judgement]
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Question:  How far do you agree with this interpretation of the
success of the Elizabethan Religious Settlement?  [16]

Band descriptors and mark allocations

- AO1(b) 4 marks AO4 (a-d) 12 marks

Demonstrates very Fully analyses and evaluates
how and why interpretations of

the key feature in the this issue differ, demonstrating
awareness of the wider
historical debate over the issue.
A well substantiated judgement
about the accuracy of the
interpretation is reached, set

detailed understanding of
within the context of the

historical events studied. The
relevance of the authorship of
the interpretation is discussed.

Demonstrates detailed Analyses and evaluates how
understanding of the key and why interpretations of this
feature in the question. issue differ. Some
understanding of the wider
historical debate over the issue
BAND 3 is displayed. A clear judgement
is reached, displaying
understanding of how and why
© interpretations of the issue may
differ. Appropriate reference is
made to the authorship.
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Some analysis and evaluation
of the interpretation and other
interpretations is displayed. A
judgement is reached with
superficial reference made to
authorship.

Demonstrates some
understanding of the key
BAND 2 | feature in the question.
Demonstrates basic
understanding of the key
BAND 1 | foature in the question.

Use 0 for incorrect or irrelevant answers.

Makes simple comments about
the interpretation with little
analysis or evaluation. Little or
no judgement reached.
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QUESTION 5 Convert PDF Files to Word or

Excel Online

Read the interpretation below and then answer the question which follows Select PDF File

Elizabeth Paper.pdf X
Some historians who write in support of Queen Elizabeth maintain that Philip caused the
war. They say he encouragell plots against Elizabeth's throne and life, with the aim of
overthrowing Protestantism. These statements are incorrect. It is clear that the Spanish D
Ambassador was being treated with disrespect. Spanish ships were robbed in the Channel )
and Drake attacked defenceless colonies on the Spanish Main

Document Language:
[An interpretation of the reasons for the Spanish Armada, from a modern website called English (US) Change

NewAdvent.org. This website promotes the Catholic Church]
How far do you agree with this interpretation of the reasons for the Spanish Armada? r161
[In your answer you should refer to how and why interpretations of this issue differ. Use your own

knowledge and understanding of the wider historical debate over this issue to reach a well-supported|
Jjudgement]
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