Question 3 - 12 Marks - Mock Question
Why was popular entertainment a significant feature of Elizabethan society? [12]
Mark scheme:
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Why was the ‘Middle Way’ significant in dealing with the problem of religion during this period? [12]

Model answer:
One reason that the ‘Middle Way’ was significant in dealing with the problem of religion during this period was that it was very clear what was expected on people. From my own knowledge I know Elizabeth passed two laws, the Act of Uniformity and the Act of Supremacy. These laws made it very clear how people were expected to worship and how they should behave in church. The Act of Supremacy made Elizabeth the Supreme Governor of the Church, whilst the Act of Uniformity made all churches the same. Therefore, it was significant is making sure people worshipped in the way Elizabeth wanted.
Another reason was that it put into place many features that the Protestants would approve of. For example, replacing the Pope as the Head of the Church with Elizabeth would have pleased the Protestants. They would have also liked the fact that the Bible was in English. This meant that the Protestants would be much happier under the reign of Elizabeth than her sister Mary, when many Protestants were burned to death.
One final reason why the ‘Middle Way’ was significant was that the Catholics could also accept some aspects of the Settlement. For example, Elizabeth allowed the churches to maintain the fancy ornaments and the elaborate decorations that the Catholics enjoyed. Therefore, this meant that the Catholics could accept the Middle Way due to the fact it included some aspects they enjoyed.
Overall, the Religious Settlement was significant as it made a compromise between the two rival forms of Christianity. Although neither side were totally satisfied, it did mean that most people accepted her Religious Settlement.
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Band descriptors and mark allocations

[ AO1(atb) 4 marks. AO2 8 marks

Demonstrates very det
knowledge and understanding of
the key feature in the question.

Fully explains the
significance of the identified
issue. A fully reasoned and
well supported judgement is
reached, set within the
relevant historical context.

I
Demonstrates detailed Explains the significance of
knowledge and understanding of the identified issue. The
the key feature in the question. answer reaches a supported
judgement, set within the
I
I

historical context.

Demonstrates some knowledge
and understanding of the key
feature in the question.

Begins to explain the
significance of the identified
issue, culminating in a
weakly supported judgement.

Demonstrates basic knowledge
and understanding of the key’
feature in the question.

A basic, unsupported
explanation is provided
regarding significance.

Use 0 for incorrect or irrelevant answers.

Indicative content

This content is not prescriptive and candidates are not expected to refer to all the material
identified below. Some of the issues to consider are:

popular entertainment was a significant feature of Elizabethan society and was enjoyed
by people of different classes;

the majority of people had litte time off and therefore entertainment became an
important feature of people’s lives;

the labouring classes enjoyed a wide variety of popular entertainment; for example, bal
games such as bowls and football developed during this period; they also enjoyed a
variety of cruel sports that found popularity amongst Elizabethans;

cruel sports were a significant feature of Elizabethan society; spectators of all classes
would watch bull-baiting, bear-baiting and cock-fighting; they attracted large audiences
and were often held in purpose-built arenas; spectators could gamble on the outcome of
contests as well as watch the spectacle;

popular entertainment was also significant to the wealthier elements of society;
traditional entertainments such as hunting, hawking and archery were widely practised;





