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Model answer:
On the one hand the source is accurate as it talks about how many ships were missing following the Battle of Gravelines. It is true that many Spanish sailors were taken ill, and that this meant they were severely outnumbered by the English. From my own knowledge I know that 1000 Spanish were killed in the battle, compared to just 50 English. Therefore, the source is somewhat accurate.
On the other hand, the source is less accurate as a bigger reason for the defeat of the Spanish Armada were the tactics of the English. From my own knowledge I know that Sir Francis Drake used the tactic of fireships being sent towards to Spanish ships in order to break their crescent formation. This allowed the English to defeat the Spanish. Therefore, it is not accurate to say that the Spanish lost because they were weak. Additionally, the source is written by the Duke of Medina, who was in charge of the Spanish Armada. Therefore, it is biased, as he would not want to admit the Spanish lost due to poor tactics, and therefore would look for another reason.
Overall the source is mostly inaccurate. Although the Spanish were weak following the Battle of Gravelines, the main reason they lost was because of the poor tactics they had compared with the English.
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Study the source below and then answer the question which follows. Adobe Export PDF o
Source C Convert PDF Files to Word or

Excel Online

The Earl of Northumberland's servant spoke to me and said the Earls will release Queen

Select PDF File
Mary of Scotland by armed force and take possession of the North, restoring the Catholic

religion in this country. They only ask that, after they have released the Queen, they should Elizabeth Paper.pdf X
be aided by your majesty with a small number of armed soldiers.
Convertto
[The Spanish Ambassador to England, writing in a letter to King Philip Il of Spain (October 1569)] Microsoft Word (“do)

Document Language:

To what extent does this source accurately reflect the seriousness of the threat from the rebellion of | English (US) Change

the Northern Earls? 8]

[In your answer you should refer to the strengths and limitations of the source and use your own
knowledge and understanding of the historical context]
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Mark allocation: AO1 (b)

Questior To what extent does this source accurately reflect the
reasons for the defeat of the Spanish Armada?

AO3 (a+b) 6 marks

Analyses and evaluates the
accuracy of the source, set
within the context of the
historical events studied. The
strengths and limitations of the

source material are fully
addressed and a substantiated

judgement

Demonstrates detailed Begins to analyse and evaluate

understanding of the the source. A judgement, with

key feature in the some support s reached,

question. discussing the accuracy of the
source material set within the
historical context.

Demonstrates some Very basic judgement reached
understanding of the about the source with little or no
key feature analysis or evaluation.
question.

Use 0 for incorrect o irrelevant answers.

Indicative content

This content is not prescriptive and candidates are not expected to refer to all the material
identified below. Some of the issues to consider are:

«  the source shows the problems caused to the Spanish Armada by the fact it was missing
some of ts largest ships and the sickness prevalent amongst its men;
it claims the Armada has been weakened by these factors and by the fact that much of the
food and drink were going bad: it questions whether the Armada would be capable of taking
on the English in battle given its condition;
the source is accurate to a certain extent; in 1587 Drake had led a raid on Cadiz that
weakened the Armada; the result was food and drink being stored in barrels that had not
dried: this caused food and drink to deteriorate and led to sickness amongst crews; ships had
also been damaged during the raid which further weakened i
the source however, is written by the Duke of Medina Sidonia, who had been reluctant to
take command of the Armada campaign; he is questioning the strength of the Armada and is
presumably sharing his concerns with the King in order to possibly dampen expectations;
as such itis a rather narrow view and creates the impression that the campaign would fail
due to these factors;
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QUESTION 2

Study the source below and then answer the question which follows.

Source C

Many of our largest ships are stil missing. On the ships that are here, many are sick and
these numbers will increase because of the food and drink going bad. Many will not last

two months. Your Majesty, believe me when | assure you that we are very weak. How do
you think we can attack so great a country as England with such a force?

[The Duke of Medina Sidonia, writing in a letter to King Philp Il of Spain, 24 June 1588]

To what extent does this source accurately reflect the reasons for the defeat of the Spanish
Armada?

{In your answer you should refer to the strengths and limitations of the source and use your own
knowledge and understanding of the historical context]
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