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A Christmas Carol: a timeline of major plot events
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Show how Charles Dickens presents the hardships of life in 19th Century London
in A Christmas Carol.

Marking Criteria /40 marks

AO1 Answers will show a secure understanding and knowledge of key aspects of the text by commenting
specific references from, for example, Staves 1, 3 and 4. Points will be supported by use of specific direct
reference to the wider text.

AO2 Answers will comment on Dickens' use of language in both the extract and the novel. Analysis of the
effect of language choice, structure and form wili be clear and precise. Apt subject terminology will be used.
AO3 Answers will show a secure understanding of the period in which the novel is set and its significance
in relation to the story. Answers will include close discussion-of how Dickens presents the hardships of life
in 18th century London through characters and incidents, such as the sights shown by the spirits, and
through his use of Janguage to describe the city and its inhabitants.

‘They left the busy scene, and went into an obscure part of the town... The ways were foul and narrow;
the shops and houses wretched; the people half-naked, drunken, slipshod, ugly. Alleys and archways,
like so many cesspodls, disgorged their offences of smell, and dirt, and life, upon the straggling streets;
and the whole quarter reeked with crime, with filth, with misery.’ Stave 4

London in the 1840s

Poverty was widespread throughout Britain in the 1840s (known as The
Hungry Forties) and social conditions were desperate. London was
overcrowdead without proper provision of housing or sewage facilities. One
area of London was estimated to have contained 2850 people in just 95
houses {an average of 30 per house), London itseff was a maze of stums, it E
shops and factories, often heavily wrapped in fog. The fog is thick, heavy and impenetrable, and is used as a symbol
to Hlustrate the oppression of the poor in London. Meanwhile the fog and darkness thickened so... The cold became
intense... Foggier yet, and colder! Piercing searching, biting cold.’

“Many thousands are in want of common necessaries; hundreds of thousands are in want of common

comforts, sir.”
“Are there no prisons? ...And the Union workhouses? ...Are they still in operation? ...The Treadmill and

the Poor Law are in full vigour then?” said Scrooge.” Stave 1

The Poor Law

The 1601 POOR LAW ACT gave responsibility to local parishes for looking after very poor paople, who were able to
claim assistance from the parish's householders. Poor people were able to five at home when they were getting
parish relief,

With the 1834 POOR LAW AMENDMENT ACT people receiving heaip from the parish had to live in a workhouse &
could no longer Hive at home. in return for parish relief, they would be made to work hard in the workhouse; which is
how the term originated.

Union workhouses

By 1926 there were 226,000 inmates & around 600 workhouses with an average
population of about 400 inmates each. :

Life was meant to be much tougher inside the workhouse than outside, and the
buildings themselves were deliberately grim & intimidating - they were designed to
look fike prisons. They were full of iliness & disease brought about by over-crowding & the starvation diet. Men,
women and children were at all times kept separate. Aversion to the "house” was extremely strong. The work




inmates were made to do was deliberately tedious. Househoiders objected to supporting idlers, so work was meant
to keep people busy and to subsidise costs. After rising at 5am (in summer), an inmate worked 7-12am and 1-6pm.
Bed was 8pm. As well as gardening, cooking & sewing, there was corn miliing, sack making, oakum picking
(unravelling short lengths of rope} & crushing stone. Bones were crushed by hand to make fertiliser. Sometimes the
inmates were 50 hungry that they would pick scraps of flesh off the bones and eat it. The bones were not all animal
bones either! Bone crushing was banned after 1845,

The Treadmiil .

Most prisons had a treadmill or tread whee! installed, where the prisoner simply
walked the wheel. In some prisons, such as Bedford in the earier part of the
19th century, the treadmill provided flour to make money for the gaol, from
which the prisohers earhed enough to pay for their keep. However, in later
times, there was no end product and the treadmill was walked just for
punishment. It became loathed by the prisoners.

“1f they would rather die,” said Scrooge, “they had better do it, and decrease the surplus population.”
Stave 1
‘Scrooge hung his head to hear his own words quoted by the Spirit, and was overcome with penitence
and grief. Stave 3

The Cratchits

The book also contains a political edge, most evident in Dickens' development
| of the bustling, struggling Cratchit family, who are a compelling, if one-
. dimenslonal, representation of the plight of the poor. Dickens, with every
. intention of tugging on your heartstrings, paints the Cratchits as a destitute
family that finds a way to express profound gratitude for its emotional riches.
Dickens carries this sentiment even further with the tragic figure of the pure-
: hearted, crippled Cratchit san, Tiny Tim. Scrooge begins to break through his
| emotional barricade in Stave Three as he expresses pity for Tiny Tim, “Spirit,”
said Scrooge, with an interest he had never felt before, “tell me if Tiny Tim will
live.” The reader, upon hearing the usually uncaring miser inguire into Tim's
fate, begins to believe Scrooge has a chance at salvation. Scrooge's path to redemption culminates with his figurative
"adoption" of Tiny Tim, acting as "a second father" to the little boy.

lgnorance and Want
The vulnerability and weakness of the poor children is symbolically tustrated by the two children of the Ghost of
Christmas Present. The description Is deliberately shocking for the readear.

From the foldings of its robe, it brought forth two children; wretched, abject, frightful, hideous, miserable.”

‘Where graceful youth should have filled their features out, and touched them with its freshest tints, a stale and
shrivefled hand, like that of age, had pinched and twisted them, and pulfled them to shreds. Where angels might have
sat enthroned, devils lurked, and glared out menacing. No change, no degradation, no perversion of humanity, in any:
grade, through all the mysteries of creation, has monsters half so horrible and dregd.’

“"Have they no refuge or resource?” Cried Scrooge’
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Stave Summary:

Links to themes:

Stave 1

Links to context:
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Responsibility/Society

What characters can you associate with this theme? Explain your reasons.

Scrooge ~ he isolates himself from society and must learn how to engage with other people.

Fezziwig — a mode! for Scrooge. He takes care of his workers by celebrating Christmas with a festive party.
The Portly Gentleman — men seeking charitable donations for the poor at Christmas.

Marley — delivers a warning to Scrooge about his miserly ways.

What settings/images can you associate with this theme? Explain your reasons.
Marley’s chains — symbalic of the social responsibility of those with the means to help other people fess fortunate.

The Pawn Shop - where a group of shady characters self goods from a dead man. it shows the desperation of Londoners at
the time.

Scrooge’s speech about the state of the poor (pages 4-5) — The argument of overpopulation relates to the ideas of
Thomas Robert Malthus and his Essay on the Principle of Population (1798). This inhuman view shows a lack of social
conscience and responsibility.

What quotations can you find across the novella that reveals this theme? Explain your choices and note down the page
number.

“No beggars implored him to bestow a trifle, no children asked him what it was o’clock” {page 1)
Scrooge’s reputation sets him out as unigue; other people are aware of his attitudes and avoid him.
“Bah!” said Scrooge, “Humbug” {page 2)

This demonstrates Scrooge’s lack of social responsibility and goodwill to other people.

“‘we should make some small provision for the Poor and the Destitute” {page 4)

The Portly Gentleman try o collect for the poor. They believe in giving to those in need.

“In came all the young men and women employed in the business” {page 20)

Fezziwig invites everyone to his party, regardless of their social rank.

“he hoped people saw him in church” {page 30)

Tiny Tim hopes that other people see him ay Christmas to remind them of the meaning of Christmas. This shows social
responsibility.

“They were not a handsome family; they were not well dressed . . . but, they were happy, grateful, pleased with one
another, and contented with the time” {page 33)

Dickens shows that society starts with the family and that love is more important than money.
“Scrooge was better than his word. He did this and infinitely more...” {page 55)

Scrooge reforms his ways and shares his wealth with those less fortunate. He learns to value other people.




Greed & Money

What characters can you associate with this theme? Explain your reasons.

What settings/images can you associate with this theme? Explain your reasons.

What quotations can you find across the novella that reveals this theme? Explain your choices and note down the page
number.




Poverty

What characters can you associate with this theme? Explain your reasons.

What settings/images can you associate with this theme? Explain your reasons,

What guotations can you find across the novella that reveals this theme? Explain your choices and note down the page
number.




Christmas

What characters can you associate with this theme? Explain your reasons.

What settings/images can you associate with this theme? Explain your reasons.

What quotations can you find across the novella that reveals this theme? Explain your choices and note down the page
number. :




Isolation

What characters can you associate with this theme? Explain your reasons.

What settings/images can you associate with this theme? Explain your reasons.

What guotations can you find across the novella that reveals this theme? Explain your choices and note down the page
number,




Family

What characters can you associate with this theme? Explain your reasons.

What settings/images can you associate with this theme? Explain your reasons.

What quotations can you find across the novella that reveals this theme? Explain your choices and note down the page
number.




Transformation & Redemption

What characters can you associate with this theme? Explain your reasons.

What settings/images can you associate with this theme? Explain your reasons.

What guotations can you find across the novella that reveals this theme? Explain your choices and note down the page
number.




GCSE English Literature
Practice Exam Question

A Christmas Carol
You are advised to spend about 45 minutes on this question.

You should use the extract below and your knowledge of the whole novel to complete this task.

Write about Scrooge’s attitude to change in the novella.

In your response you should:

« refer to the extract and the novel as a whole;

« show your understanding of characters and events in the novel;

e refer to the contexts of the novel. (401

!H

“Leave me! Take me back. Haunt me no longer

In the struggle, if that can be called a struggle in which the Ghost with
no visible resistance on its own part was undisturbed by any effort of
its adversary, Scrooge observed that its light was burning high and
bright; and dimly connecting that with its influence over him, he seized
the extinguisher-cap, and by a sudden action pressed it down upon its
head.

The Spirit dropped beneath it, so that the extinguisher covered its
whole form; but though Scrooge pressed it down with all his force, he
could not hide the light, which streamed from under it, in an unbroken
flood upon the ground.

He was conscious of being exhausted, and overcome by an irresistible
drowsiness; and, further, of being in his own bed-rocom. He gave the
cap a parting squeeze, in which his hand relaxed; and had barely time
to reel to bed, before he sank into a heavy sleep.




GCSE English Literature
Practice Exam Question

A Christmas Carol
You are advised to spend about 45 minutes on this question.

You should use the extract below and your knowledge of the whole novel to answer this question.
How does Dickens present the transformation of Scrooge?

In your response you should:

» refer to the extract and the novel as a whole;

« show your understanding of characters and events in the novel;

» refer to the contexts of the novel. [40]

He sat very close to his father’s side upon his little stool. Bob held
his withered little hand in his, as if he loved the child, and wished to
keep him by his side, and dreaded that he might be taken from him.

“Spirit,” said Scrooge, with an interest he had never felt before, “tell
me if Tiny Tim will live.”

“I see a vacant seat,” replied the Ghost, “in the poor chimney
corner, and a crutch without an owner, carefully preserved. If these
shadows remain unaltered by the Future, the child will die.”

“No, no,” said Scrooge. “Oh, no, kind Spirit! say he will be spared.”

“If these shadows remain unaltered by the Future, none other of my
race,” returned the Ghost, “will find him here. What then? If he be
like to die, he had better do it, and decrease the surplus
population.”

Scrooge hung his head to hear his own words quoted by the Spirit,
and was overcome with penitence and grief.




GCSE English Literature
Practice Exam Question

A Christmas Carol
You are advised to spend about 45 minutes on this question.

You shouid use the extract below and your knowledge of the whole novel to complete this task.

Write about the theme of Christmas Spirit within the novella.

In your response you shouid:

« refer to the extract and the novel as a whole;

» show your understanding of characters and events in the novel;

« refer to the contexts of the novel. [40]

In came a fiddler with a music-book, and went up to the lofty desk, and made an
orchestra of it, and tuned like fifty stomach-aches. In came Mrs. Fezziwig, one vast
substantial smile. In came the three Miss Fezziwigs, beaming and lovable. In came
the six young followers whose hearts they broke. In came all the young men and
women employed in the business. In came the housemaid, with her cousin, the
baker. In came the cook, with her brother’s particular friend, the milkman. In came
the boy from over the way, who was suspected of not having board enough from his
master; trying to hide himself behind the girl from next door but one, who was
proved to

have had her ears pulled by her mistress. In they all came, one after another; some
shyly, some boldly, some gracefully, some awkwardly, some pushing, some pulling;
in they all came, anyhow and everyhow.

Away they all went, twenty couple at once; hands half round and back again the
other way; down the middle and up again; round and round in various stages of
affectionate grouping; old top couple always turning up in the wrong place; new top
couple starting off again, as soon as they got there; all top couples at last, and not a
bottom one to help them! When this result was brought about, old Fezziwig, clapping
his hands to stop the dance, cried out, "“Well done!” and the fiddler plunged his hot
face into a pot of porter, especially provided for that purpose. But scorning rest,
upon his reappearance, he instantly began again, though there were no dancers yet,
as if the other fiddler had been carried home, exhausted, on a shutter, and he were
a bran-new man resolved to beat him out of sight, or perish.




GCSE English Literature
Practice Exam Question

A Christmas Carol
You are advised to spend about 45 minutes on this question.

You should use the extract below and your knowledge of the whole novel to complete this task.

Write about the importance of Marley’s ghost in the novella.

In your response you should:

s refer to the extract and the novel as a whole;

» show your understanding of characters and events in the novel;

¢ refer to the contexis of the novel. [40]

“It is required of every man,” the Ghost returned, “that the spirit within him should walk
abroad among his fellowmen, and travel far and wide; and if that spirit goes not forth in
life, it is condemned to do so after death. It is doomed to wander through the world—oh,
woe is mel—and withess what it cannot share, but might have shared on

earth, and turned to happiness!”

Again the spectre raised a cry, and shook its chain and wrung its shadowy hands.

“You are fettered,” said Scrooge, trembling. “Tell me why?”

“I wear the chain | forged in life,” replied the Ghost. “I made it link by link, and yard by yard;
| girded it on of my own free will, and of my own free will | wore it. Is its pattern strange to
you?”

Scrooge trembled more and more.

“Or would you know,” pursued the Ghost, “the weight and length of the strong coil you
bear yourself? It was full as heavy and as long as this, seven Christmas Eves ago. You have

laboured on it, since. It is a ponderous chain!”

Scrooge glanced about him on the floor, in the expectation of finding himself surrounded by
some fifty or sixty fathoms of iron cable: but he could see nothing,

“Jacob,” he said, imploringly. “Old Jacob Marley, tell me more. Speak comfort to me,
Jacob!”




GCSE English Literature
Practice Exam Question

A Christmas Carol

You are advised fo spend about 45 minutes on this question.

You should use the extract below and your knowledge of the whole novel to answer this question.
Write about how Dickens expresses ideas about poverty.

In your response you should:

» refer to the extract and the novel as a whole;

» show your understanding of characters and events in the novel;
= refer to the contexts of the novel. [40]

“Spirit," said Scrooge, with an interest he had never felt before, "tell me if Tiny Tim will live."

"l see a vacant seat,” replied the Ghost, "in the poor chimney-corner, and a crutch without an owner, carefully
preserved, If these shadows remain unaltered by the Future, the child will die.”

"No, no," said Scrooge. "Oh, no, kind Spirit. Say he will be spared.”

“If these shadows remain unaltered by the Future, none other of my race,” returned the Ghost, "will find him here.
What then? If he be like to die, he had better do it, and decrease the surplus population."

Scrooge hung his head to hear his own words quoted by the Spirit, and was overcome with penitence and grief.
"Man," said the Ghost, "if man you be in heart, not adamant, forbear that wicked cant until you have discoverad
What the surplus is, and Where it is. Will you decide what men shall live, what men shall die? It may be, that in the
sight of Heaven, you are more worthless and less fit to live than millions like this poor man's child. Oh God! To hear
the Insect on the leaf pronouncing on the too much life among his hungry brothers in the dust."

Scrooge bent before the Ghost's rebuke, and trembling cast his eyes upon the ground. But he raised them speedily,
on hearing his own name.

"Mr Scroogel” said Bob; "'l give you Mr Scrooge, the Founder of the Feast!"

“The Founder of the Feast indeed!" cried Mrs Cratchit, reddening. "I wish | had him here. I'd give him a piece of my
mind to feast upon, and | hope he'd have a good appetite forit."

"My dear,” said Bob, "the children. Christmas Day."

"It should be Christmas Day, | am sure," said she, "on which one drinks the health of such an odious, stingy, hard,
unfeeling man as Mr Scrooge. You know he is, Robert. Nobody knows it better than you do, poor fellow."

"My dear," was Bob's mild answer, "Christmas Day."

"'} drink his health for your sake and the Day's," said Mrs Cratchit, "not for his. Long life to him. A merry Christmas
and a happy new year! -- he'll be very merry and very happy, | have no doubt!”

The children drank the toast after her. [t was the first of their proceedings which had no heartiness. Tiny Tim drank it
last of all, but he didn't care twaopence for it. Scrooge was the Ogre of the family. The mention of his name cast a dark
shadow on the party, which was not dispelled for full five minutes.

After it had passed away, they were ten times merrier than before, from the mere relief of Scrooge the Baleful being
done with. Bob Cratchit told them how he had a situation in his eye for Master Peter, which would bring in, if
obtained, full five-and-sixpence weekly. The two young Cratchits laughed tremendously at the idea of Peter's being a
man of business; and Peter himself looked thoughtfully at the fire from between his collars, as if he were deliberating
what particular investments he should favour when he came into the receipt of that bewildering income. Martha,
who was a poor apprentice at a milliner's, then told them what kind of work she had to do, and how many hours she
worked at a stretch, and how she meant to lie abed to-morrow morning for a good long rest; to-morrow being a
holiday she passed at home. Also how she had seen a countess and a lord some days before, and how the lord was
much about as tall as Peter; at which Peter pulled up his collars so high that you couldn't have seen his head if you
had been there. All this time the chestnuts and the jug went round and round; and by-and-bye they had a song,
about a lost child travelling in the snow, from Tiny Tim, who had a plaintive little voice, and sang it very well indeed.
There was nothing of high mark in this. They were not a handsome family; they were not well dressed; their shoes
were far from being water-proof; their clothes were scanty; and Peter might have known, and very likely did, the
inside of a pawnbroker's. But, they were happy, grateful, pleased with one another, and contented with the time;
and when they faded, and looked happier yet in the bright sprinklings of the Spirit's torch at parting, Scrooge had his
eye upon them, and especiaily on Tiny Tim, until the last.




GCSE English Literature
Practice Exam Question

A Christmas Carol
You are advised to spend about 45 minutes on this question.

You should use the extract below and your knowledge of the whole novel to answer this question.

How does Dickens present impact of the spirits in the novella?

In your response you should:

« refer to the extract and the novel as a whole;

» show your understanding of characters and events in the novel;

¢ refer to the contexts of the novel. [40]

The Phantom slowly, gravely, silently approached. When it came, Scrooge bent down upon
his knee; for in the very air through which this Spirit moved it seemed to scatter gloom and
mystery.

It was shrouded in a deep black garment, which concealed its head, its face, its form, and
left nothing of it visible save one outstretched hand. But for this it would have been difficult
to detach its figure from the night, and separate it from the darkness by which it was
surrounded.

He felt that it was tall and stately when it came beside him, and that its mysterious presence
filled him with a solemn dread. He knew no more, for the Spirit neither spoke nor moved.
"l'am in the presence of the Ghost of Christmas Yet To Come?" said Scrooge.

The Spirit answered not, but pointed downward with its hand.

"You are about to show me shadows of the things that have not happened, but will happen
in the time before us," Scrooge pursued. "Is that so, Spirit?"

The upper portion of the garment was contracted for an instant in its folds, as if the Spirit
had inclined its head. That was the only answer he received.

Aithough well used to ghostly company by this time, Scrooge feared the silent shape so
much that his legs trembled beneath him, and he found that he could hardly stand when he
prepared to follow it. The Spirit pauses a moment, as observing his condition, and giving him
time to recover.

But Scrooge was all the worse for this. It thrilled him with a vague uncertain horror, to know
that behind the dusky shroud there were ghostly eyes intently fixed upon him, while he,
though he stretched his own to the utmost, could see nothing but a spectral hand and one
great heap of black.

"Ghost of the Future!” he exclaimed, "l fear you more than any spectre | have seen. But as |
know your purpose is to do me good, and as | hope to live to be another man from what |
was, | am prepared to bear you company, and do it with a thankful heart. Will you not speak
to me?”

It gave him no reply. The hand was pointed straight before them.




GCSE English Literature
Practice Exam Question

A Christmas Carol
You are advised to spend about 45 minutes on this question.

You should use the extract below and your knowledge of the whole novel to answer this question.

Write about the way family is presented in the novella.

In your response you should:

o refer {o the extract and the novel as a whole;

« show your understanding of characters and events in the novel;

» refer to the contexts of the novel. {40]

"A merry Christmas, uncle! God save you!" cried a cheerful voice. It was the voice of Scrooge's nephew,
who came upon him so quickly that this was the first intimation he had of his approach.

"Bah!" said Scrooge, "Humbug!”

He had so heated himself with rapid walking in the fog and frost, this nephew of Scrooge's, that he was all
in a glow; his face was ruddy and handsome; his eyes sparkled, and his breath smoked again.

"Christmas a humbug, uncle!" said Scrooge’s nephew. "You don't mean that, | am sure.”

"l do," said Scrooge. "Merry Christmas! What right have you to be merry? What reason have you to be
merry? You're poor enough.”

"Come, then," returned the nephew gaily. "What right have you to be dismal? What reason have you to be
morose? You're rich enough.”

Scrooge having no better answer ready on the spur of the moment, said "Bah!" again; and followed it up
with "Humbug."

"Don't be cross, unclel" said the nephew.

"What else can | be," returned the uncle, "when | live in such a world of fools as this? Merry Christmas! Out
upon merry Christmas! What's Christmas time to you but a time for paying bills without money; a time for
finding yourself a year older, but not an hour richer; a time for balancing your books and having every item
in 'em through a round dozen of months presented dead against you? If | could work my will," said Scrooge
indignantly, "every idiot who goes about with 'Merry Christmas’ on his lips, should be boiled with his own
pudding, and buried with a stake of holly through his heart. He should!"

"Uncle!" pleaded the nephew.

"Nephew!" returned the uncle, sternly, "keep Christmas in your own way, and let me keep it in mine."”
"Keep it!" repeated Scrooge's nephew. "But you don't keep it."

"Let me leave it alone, then," said Scrooge. "Much good may it do you! Much good it has ever done you!"
"There are many things from which i might have derived good, by which I have not profited, | dare say,"
returned the nephew. "Christmas among the rest. But | am sure | have always thought of Christmas time,
when it has come round -- apart from the veneration due to its sacred name and origin, if anything
belonging to it can be apart from that -- as a good time: a kind, forgiving, charitable, pleasant time: the only
time | know of, in the long calendar of the year, when men and women seem by one consent to open their
shut-up hearts freely, and to think of people below them as if they really were fellow-passengers to the
grave, and not another race of creatures bound on other journeys. And therefore, uncle, though it has
never put a scrap of gold or silver in my pocket, | believe that it has done me good, and will do me good;
and | say, God bless it!"

The clerk in the tank involuntarily applauded: becoming immediately sensible of the impropriety, he poked
the fire, and extinguished the last frail spark for ever.




GCSE English Literature
Practice Exam Question

A Christmas Carol
You are advised to spend about 45 minutes on this question.

You should use the extract below and your knowledge of the whole novel to complete this task.

Write about the Ghost of Christmas Yet To Come and the way he influences
Scrooge in the story.

In your response you should:

» refer to the extract and the novel as a wholie;

s show your understanding of characters and events in the novel,

s refer to the contexis of the novel. [40]

The Phantom slowly, gravely, silently approached. When it came, Scrooge bent down upon his knee; for in
the very air through which this Spirit moved it seemed to scatter gloom and mystery.

it was shrouded in a deep black garment, which concealed its head, its face, its form, and left nothing of it
visible save one outstretched hand. But for this it would have been difficult to detach its figure from the
night, and separate it from the darkness by which it was surrounded.

He felt that it was tall and stately when it came beside him, and that its mysterious presence filled him with
a solemn dread. He knew no more, for the Spirit neither spoke nor moved.

“I'am in the presence of the Ghost of Christmas Yet To Come?” said Scrooge.

The Spirit answered not, but pointed onward with its hand.

“You are about to show me shadows of the things that have not happened, but will happen in the time
before us,” Scrooge pursued. “Is that so, Spirit?”

The upper portion of the garment was contracted for an instant in its folds, as if the Spirit had inclined its
head. That was the only answer he received.

Although well used to ghostly company by this time, Scrooge feared the silent shape so much that his legs
trembled beneath him, and he found that he could hardly stand when he prepared to follow it. The Spirit
paused a moment, as observing his condition, and giving him time to recover.

But Scrooge was all the worse for this. It thrilled him with a vague uncertain horror, to know that behind
the dusky shroud, there were ghostly eyes intently fixed upon him, while he, though he stretched his own
to the utmost, could see nothing but a spectral hand and one great heap of black.

“Ghost of the Future!” he exclaimed, “| fear you more than any spectre | have seen. But as | know your
purpose is to do me good, and as | hope to live to be another man from what | was, | am prepared to bear
you company, and do it with a thankful heart. Will you not speak to me?”

it gave him no reply. The hand was pointed straight before them.

“Lead on!” said Scrooge. “Lead on! The night is waning fast, and it is precious time to me, | know. Lead on,
SpiritV”




GCSE English Literature
Practice Exam Question

A Christmas Carol
You are advised to spend about 45 minutes on this guestion.

You should use the extract below and your knowledge of the whole novel to answer this question.

Write about the way Christmas is presented in the novella.

in your response you should:

« refer to the extract and the novel as a whole;

» show your understanding of characters and events in the novel:

» refer to the contexts of the novel. [40]

"Christmas a humbug, uncle!" said Scrooge's nephew. "You don’t mean that, | am sure.”

"I do," said Scrooge. "Merry Christmas! What right have you to be merry? What reason have you to be merry?
You're poor enough."

"Come, then," returned the nephew gaily. "What right have you to be dismal? What reason have you to be
morose? You're rich enough.”

Scrooge having no better answer ready on the spur of the moment, said "Bah!" again; and followed it up with
"Humbug."

"Don't be cross, uncle!" said the nephew.

"What else can I be," returned the uncle, "when | live in such a world of fools as this? Merry Christmas! Out
upon merry Christmas! What's Christmas time to you but a time for paying bills without money; a time for
finding yourself a year older, but not an hour richer; a time for balancing your books and having every item in
'em through a round dozen of months presented dead against you? If | could work my will," said Scrooge
indignantly, "every idiot who goes about with 'Merry Christmas' on his lips, should be boiled with his own
pudding, and buried with a stake of holly through his heart. He should!"

“Uncle!” pleaded the nephew.

"Nephew!" returned the uncle, sternly, "keep Christmas in your own way, and let me keep it in mine.”
"Keep it!" repeated Scrooge's nephew. "But you don't keep it."

“Let me leave it alone, then," said Scrooge. "Much good may it do you! Much good it has ever done you!"

"There are many things from which I might have derived good, by which [ have not profited, | dare say,"
returned the nephew. "Christmas among the rest. But | am sure [ have always thought of Christmas time, when
it has come round -- apart from the veneration due to its sacred name and origin, if anything belonging to it can
be apart from that -- as a good time: a kind, forgiving, charitable, pleasant time: the only time | know of, in the
long calendar of the year, when men and women seem by one consent to open their shut-up hearts freely, and
ta think of people below them as if they really were fellow-passengers to the grave, and not another race of
creatures bound on other journeys. And therefore, uncle, though it has never put a scrap of gold or silver in my
pocket, | believe that it has done me good, and will do me good; and 1 say, God bless it{"




GCSE English Literature
Practice Exam Question

A Christmas Carol
You are advised fo spend about 45 minutes on this question.

You should use the extract below and your knowledge of the whole novel to complete this task.

Write about the way in which L.ondon and its citizens are presented in the novel.

In your response you should;

s refer to the extract and the novel as a whole;

« show your understanding of characters and events in the novel;

o refer to the contexts of the novel. [40]

Meanwhile the fog and darkness thickened so, that people ran about with flaring links, proffering their
services to go before horses in carriages, and conduct them on their way. The ancient tower of a church,
whose gruff old bell was always peeping slily down at Scrooge out of a gothic window in the wall, became
invisible, and struck the hours and quarters in the clouds, with tremulous vibrations afterwards as if its
teeth were chattering in its frozen head up there. The cold became intense. In the main street, at the
corner of the court, some labourers were repairing the gas-pipes, and had lighted a great fire in a brazier,
round which a party of ragged men and boys were gathered: warming their hands and winking their eyes
before the blaze in rapture. The water-plug being left in solitude, its overflowings sullenly congealed, and
turned to misanthropic ice. The brightness of the shops where holly sprigs and berries crackled in the
lamp-heat of the windows, made pale faces ruddy as they passed. Poulterers' and grocers' trades became a
splendid joke: a glorious pageant, with which it was next to impossible to believe that such dull principles
as bargain and sale had anything to do. The Lord Mayor, in the stronghold of the might Mansion House,
gave orders to his fifty cooks and butlers to keep Christmas as a Lord Mayor's household should; and even
the little tailor, whom he had fined five shillings on the previous Monday for being drunk and bloodthirsty
in the streets, stirred up tomorrow's pudding in his garret, while his lean wife and the baby sallied out to
buy the beef.

Foggier yet, and colder! Piercing, searching, biting cold. If the good Saint Dunstan had but nipped the Evil
Spirit's nose with a touch of such weather as that, instead of using his familiar weapons, then indeed he
would have roared to lusty purpose. The owner of one scant young nose, gnawed and mumbled by the
hungry cold as bones are gnawed by dogs, stooped down at Scrooge's keyhole to regale him with a
Christmas carol: but at the first sound of God bless you, merry gentleman! May nothing you dismay!
Scrooge seized the ruler with such energy of action that the singer fled in terror, leaving the keyhole to the
fog and even more congenial frost.

At length the hour of shutting up the counting-house arrived. With an ill-will Scrooge dismounted from his
stool, and tacitly admitted the fact to the expectant clerk in the Tank, who instantly snuffed his candle out,
and put on his hat.




GCSE English Literature
Practice Exam Question

A Christmas Carol
You are advised fo spend about 45 minutes on this question.

You should use the extract below and your knowledge of the whole novel to answer this question.

Write about the way redemption is presented in the novella.

In your response you should:

» refer to the extract and the novel as a whole;

» show your understanding of characters and events in the novel;

s refer to the contexts of the novel. [40]

"I don't know what to do!" cried Scrooge, laughing and crying in the same breath; and
making a perfect Laocoon of himself with his stockings. "I am as light as a feather, I am as
happy as an angel, I am as merry as a schoolboy. I am as giddy as a drunken man. A merry
Christmas to everybody! A happy New Year to all the world! Hallo here! Whoop! Hallo!"

He had frisked into the sitting-room, and was now standing there: perfectly winded.

"There's the saucepan that the gruel was in!" cried Scrooge, starting off again, and frisking
round the fireplace. "There's the door, by which the Ghost of Jacob Marley entered. There's
the corner where the Ghost of Christmas Present, sat. There's the window where I saw the
wandering Spirits. It's all right, it's all true, it all happened. Ha ha ha!"

Really, for a man who had been out of practice for so many years, it was a splendid laugh, a
most illustrious laugh. The father of a long, long line of brilliant laughs.

"] don't know what day of the month it is," said Scrooge. "I don't know how long I've been
among the Spirits. I don't know anything. I'm quite a baby. Never mind. I don't care. I'd
rather be a baby. Hallo! Whoop! Hallo here!"

He was checked in his transports by the churches ringing out the lustiest peals he had ever
heard. Clash, clang, hammer; ding, dong, bell! Bell, dong, ding; hammer, clang, clash! Oh,
glorious, glorious!




A Christmas Carol — Key Quotaticns

Ebenezer Scrooge
Hard and sharp as flint

Solitary as an oyster

No warmth could warm him

t can’t afford to make idle pecple merry
! could walk it blindfolded

Another idol has displaced me - Belle
Release me, | cannot bear it

Tell me, will Tiny Tim live?

Scrooge watched in horror

| have not the power, Spirit

I am not the man | was...} will not shut out the lessons they have taught me
Merry as a schoolboy

Light as a feather

Jacob Marley
Old Marley was as dead as a door-naif

| wear the chain | forged in life
Mankind was my business
It is a most pondercus chaln

Fred (Scrooge’s nephew)

A merry Christmas, uncle! God save you!’ cried a cheerful voice,

{ believe that it has done me good, and will do me good; and | say, God bless it!
Don't be angry, uncle, Comel Dine with us tomorrow,

| want nothing from you; | ask nothing of you; why cannot we be friends?

| feel sorry for him. Whe suffers from his ill-whims? Him,

Bob Cratchit

The clerk in the Tank involuntarily applauded
And a merry Christmas to you sir

TFiny Tim upon his shoulder

He grows stronger every day, my dear

Mr Scrooge, the Founder of the Feast

None of us shall forget Tiny Tim

Ghost of Christmas Past

Would you so soon put out with your worldly hands the light that | give?
Do you remember the way?

A sclitary child is left here stifl

These are the shadows of things that have been...do not blame me

Ghost of Christmas Present

lolly giant

Come in and know me better man!

It’s all your paor clerk can afford

Wellif he is to die, he had better do it and decrease the surplus population
My life upon this globe is very short

Want and lgnorance...beware them both

Ghost of Christmas Yet To Come

The Phantom slowly, gravely, silently approached

It gave him no reply. The hand was pointed straight befora them

| fear you more than any spectre | have seen

It's likely to be a very cheap funeral

He frightened everyene away from him when he was alive, to profit us when he was dead!
We may sleep tonight with light hearts!

The Spirit stood among the graves, and pointed down to one




i OO §

LM UBLLLAM JDUL 885 | MOIq SIY U0 JO) ACT S Sunmed
0 J0 1S0W ing '‘eaifsp MYl 0 |0 PUD WOog wWeyl
2UDMay IO S B syl "eounIcul] st ACQ SIUL TSey0)
ey woel Bupeddn ‘e of Bun Asul puy, "wayl
UOCN UMOPR BUPIOC] JMdS &yl pIns | 'S,UdW 8l Asyl,,
CAHIINLY IS UL Ul 'O0) “Sasold ing TUSiom ‘BulmoDs
'‘nabbio: 'sifvaw ‘MolsA B pub Aog o sem Asuy,
(sBo0ios inoge Bupiol pal) .. pet

P4l Wy yim AIBUD &g LUupines | Ay 1oy ALOS WD |,
GBES "Bl MO ABUL 0, "LUdS Syl pauInsl , YHDs sy
1O SJ@MOG BYY ULINCGD| OUM ‘OA) SISUIW a1aUM soR|Id v,
CALIDDS

slom SBUYLOD Jeyl Jooid-isipm Buleq wol IRl alam
SEOUS 18U DS5SIID [[aMm JOU alam Ay tA|IUID) SLLIOSDUDY
o 10U s1am Asul syl W ouow UBIY jo Bulyiou som s1ayl,
WS84 OUl JO JBpUNoy

syl ‘aBooiag W noA aAB |1, ‘Cog PIDS ,,i8B00IOS JW,.,
L uoipndod snicing ey} aspaIns

pup I op Jsyag poy @Y 'sip Of 83 8G 84§ dUSULIOUM.,
0 DI M PIUD

BYL ‘aININd 84Ul AQ D8IBYDUN UDWSL SMOPDYS 958Ul i,
CAUIDS oYM 8L IO} JSUUID JUSIDNS D SOM [,

L 89S UsW puig pun yiom sinBbeg

SUiD] SpLW ouMm ‘ADg SDUSIYD uodn Jequuisuws)
O} Wayt 0} woseeid aq iUbiw || pun 'Sjddid © som sy
SN2 UDINYD SUl U] Wy mDs sidosd syt padoy sH,,,
feleiall

U BADIG TTBM 5 LIYDIDID HYDHBID SN 8501 dn uayl,
TraudoU
INO Ul SSeULSYISs pUD AROBIG ‘AAUS ‘palpy A ‘spud
‘Lossod JO Spasp Jiaul Op OUMm PUD SN MOLY Of UIIDID
AD| OUm “TRINCA JO UHDS SUE OGN SLUoS U 8584l
RSN UHAM

dn USiRa SnM ULOeUSs [USIDUD SUL PUD ‘i Ui S0M RIOMS OU
NG ‘paogaros enblius U Som S0P 811 pUNo: pepiio),
SRRy

usdo s ‘eAs Bupunds 5| ‘e00] jouseh sy s
28] 108l PUR BUO| S18M SUND UMRIT JI0PR S,
L [UOW IeHag 8wl mOUY DUR jUI SWICD,,,
cabBocios uo JYbY sp pays

o} ‘dn yBly ‘dn g piey pue uolo) BuimolB
o 8log oym 885 0} snouolB luoisy Alel
(DS &leul 'yonoo syl uodn Spols AsDs Ui,
CrAgined faulpl ‘eseab sAsing

IS/ 'QUCIUL O PUR B LUOY O} ocy 8uf Lo dn pedosy,
CAQULUIYD 2Ul dn Buunot juam aznjq AYBIL D yons,
Clsjue

LY 8pDg DU "SWIBU SIY AQ Wiy pajod eoioa ebunis v,

F3HHL 3AVILS

CRPUNGIB 9yl ucdn PO USIGUN UD Ul HLIspun

WICL, PawIDals Yo 3uBll sUl epiy Jou pInod 84,

Upoay sy uodn umop JI passard oo

usppns Ag pup ‘'doowsysinBuyxs Ul PoZes 8y,

" 8US PO UD §f 1DDAUAD INQ,,

TUSNUL 00} PUOM U} 084 NOA,,

{2eg) . aw paoD|ds by [Op] IBUIOUY,,

(Biizzed [(noap Bupol 8680012%) ., 10} D JO

2insoa|d o BLWwosUsRING 10 14S] 921Ai85 N0 XU Of

‘Addoyun 1o Addoy sn 1spust o) Jamod syt SRY 9H,,,

(Bimzzay) [9210A

[DIAQ] *§D) ‘UDY A0 'SIgRUOIICD D U NG PI|DD 3K,

JUSADSEH 3| §,8W0Y

1Oyl ‘8Q ©1 Pasn ay UYL 18P U YDNl OF §l J8uUlnd,,,

| CIBUL0IT JOBD IDep, 18 SO WY PassaIpPen Uy
BuUissiy Uapo pup o8 S Inogpo sWID
Jey Buynd pup Ul Buipop swnd ‘Aog
aul unyy JIeBuncA yasnuw b sy v, -
L IR 5 EDUL BUawos

Wiy usaB sapy of a3y pjnous | JyBmu isp| 1oop

AU [P 010D spUlsHYD © BuiBus A0g D som siayL,,,

.'9q 0} pasn

ay so nos uepotio; Jood sy aas of [dam ' aBo0ing,

Bl 2|88y D DU Buppal som Aog Aleud] Vv,

oS BI8UL 4al €1 spusyy sy Ag pejoeibau

PUIYD AIDIOS ¥ CUReussep aynb jou 51 1o0Yds BYL,,

Lw388UD INoA uodn oy

S RUM DY, TISOUD BuE pIos [ Bullguiai st di inCA,,

JjuspjoBlog

Buo| ‘Buo] s21po puR “sAof pup ‘sedoy pun ‘siubnoul

DUDSNOUL © UM DSI22UUOD 8UC UDpe U0 8y}

Ul BUilDOl SINORO PURSNoYL D O SNODSUCD SBM K,

IR O}

||QD| pUB,, ‘pelRYsUoUISl 9500105 /IDHOLE D WD |,

W 28AI5 | 1UBY

SYY SpUDY AIRHOM UYia NG (nd UOOS 05 oA RINCM,,,

UONUSH pUD HOS S0M BD10A 8L,

,8000I35 PINSD 38U O PIOLSI0L SOM

BUlIOS asoum "Iis Jids ey} noA aiv,,,

CLuBi o el ipelo wBug b Burnids

sleyl ppay sS4 JO UMOCID 8y} WoH,

CaHUM IsRINd 8UL O DIUNY D SIOM 4,

;WO DIO UD DAL SO PIYS

0 83} 05 JOoU 18A IPIYD D a3) — 2ndy 98UDILS © SOM §,

TTIOHSIA AJupInaun

SYl UNM 82D O 800 jlesily punoy ebooias,

L 210U 1O WIDBIP D 1 SOM,

OML ANV.LS

BIgopAS

150} 9y} o paddoels ing jBngquing, ‘ADs ©f payy 84,
C1BAS 10 ssmad ayi 150 poy pup

‘slaypuwl upwiny uw ‘poof Jo] ‘siepsiul of yBnos
ABUL DUl AHDSID SSDA D WSYL Ui ASSIU 8y,
(o SSRUISNG AU oM DURLIDW,,,

4 BSIOUIS) JO SINLI0Y JUDSSEDU] "aDnad OU S8l ON,,
w[UIRYD

snodjspuod ©os) § TADUS ‘Y Ue palnogn
aARY NoA 08B0 $9AT SDUWISUUD USASS ‘S|Uf SO
BUOj S0 PUD ANDSY SD [N} SDM J] 31[95IN0A 1B2Q
NoA 1102 BUois syl Jo UiBus| pup [ybem auy,
150U Byl pensind  [‘mouy pInOMm KO, -
S U pEBIC) | UIDUD 8ULIDaM L, -
METY-R-eY ol ale]

pup ousneo ‘s800iDS PIDS ,iMOU MOH,, -
(150U s, ASUDW] JBWIDS ASA U} 1920} SUIDS 2y,
{oon] s, Aspow Bulesas Jsiib s60012¢) "sruiun

aq pinom CADURIML Wwok 1sBupis B useg poy
1 U21IYM Of UOUDSUSS 2]GLULS] D 4O SNOIDSUCD JOU SM
POC|T SIU 1OUL IO PeIMDIS IOU SOM 8y (oY} ADS G,
100D 8L} Uo 1exoouy sy} incgn
Jonowied o 0 Buiyiou som elsul,
Cpjoo Bulla ‘Buiydines Buineld,
CReUSADUL

sSUDP pue 5o} 9y SuMUDEW,
+ uoupindod

snjding Syl 2508I09P PUD ‘il 0P 18liag
poy Asl IR I8UIDI PINOM ASUL I,
4 AlBW sjdoad Sipl 8pW Of PIORD L UDD

| PUD SRWSUYD }O j195ALU AW S3pW Juop |,
cabBooias paso L asucsud ou 918U aly,,
JPauMmol) 9800408 ' ALRISOY RIOM SNOUILD 34 1Y,
(pald} popunds saAs SiY faLIspUDY

DUD ADPRNY SDA 920} SV MO8 o Ul |0 spMm 8y,
Crsiae BuiAdoo

SDATTDUOASQ (190 B [DUUSID D Ul OYM “ISIS SIH,
URI0YASH pUD JUIYD

Alaaa 1o W Buunod awnd Boy oy,

ClBaULDaM BUING HoS|d 'DIGD SoM i,

[8B0o0l25 uo sousn|jul

Sl PRy PIe3 pud o8y DB,

181540 up s AIDLYOS,

Chung sp dipys pup pIDH,

[jeBoarag

‘auogspul oy} 10 pupy palsy-ubl D som BH,
JNOWIO0D O SO PRSP SD SOM ASUDW,

CUbla uIBad o) prep soM ASUD,

dNO 3AVLS




JBUO

Al9AZ 'S 558|Q POD) 'PEAIBSTO WIL AUl SP ‘OS5 puy,
ClBAN SRULISHUD daay O MOU MBUY BH,

UL 0L

yBnous sink som Joy} puL PpayBno| Loey UMD SIH,
S eIoW AlSUUUY

PUD {0 4 PIP SH PioMm SIY URUL Jelleq som s600IDs,
e UOoUIaYD AlgA

SIUL SHDH0 JNOA SSNDSID [ 8 DU “Allwiny BuibBBnigs
INOA [$iSSD Of INCARSPUS PUD *AIDIDS INOA 5104 [l .
(paig Ag pawooiam eBoolas) usilinay

2g PIN0D BULION “$BINURL SAL Ul SWOY 1D SDM 8H
O ULD SIY SY0US J, URID 9y ADISW D §] ] Ul Wy 181,
Jainsoaid wiy pIsiA pIneD SBuppAIBAT,

i HORIRd IN0A 104 35D O S MOYY .,

:_m\/og

s|qoppwa;! v, "aboolos pios L jAcg JusBiieiul uy,,
o UDD ASUL 85IN05 1O e Aels BuiyjAun

Op up2 Asy “ubiu suc Ui I | SUCR 9aby silids ayj,,,
Jqsnouesy snouolb ‘ug,

L0102 ‘Buys ool JuBug 10812 45 jou ‘Bo) ON,
Y8y

SMOLSON 150 B YBND] pipueids © som || 'sInaA Auowl
©5 Joj 82iopid O N0 USSg POY Oym UDW 0 o4,
v AOCHICOUDS 0 SO ALBU S0 WD | ‘teBup

uo so Addpy so wo | usyine) o so B ST W |,
,SOURBDADUXS 1O pU AlBAS O} sajund

wayl Bupipwl ‘wey; BulApisiw ‘weyl Buuos) “umop
apisdn ue weyy Bund Jno spisu weyl Buiuing
ISUWH SIUL o SstuSULRE SIU UM ASNG 818M SPUDY SIH,
L SI03) UM 18 S0M 80D SIY pUD “JIds

SULUHM JDIHUOD SIY UL AJUSIOIA BUIGQOos Uasq poy ok,
JIIDD sIY 0} Jamsun

AlS2ID2S PINCM 3ICA USN0IG SIY (DU} ‘SsuciuSiu
POl sy UM Bumo)B 05 PUD PBIBUN OF SOM SH,

dNld ANVLS

i BUOLS SIUL U DUilHMm 8} AomD SBUCds ApW
| B 9 YO "Y2s) ASy] toU) SUOSSS] 8u) LN LNys Jou
HAA | 79U LA SALLS [I2Us 9214 |2 JO sjds 8yl sinind
Sy} puUD ‘juasald 'ISI0d UL Ul A [lM | IDBA syt 1o
§deey 0f A PUD LIDaY AW Ut SDUISLUD JNOUOY Jim |, ,

_:NmQOL

o [sod WD | ) Syl SW MOUS AUpA ‘SSINODISIUL SIUL
10} INg U298 8ARY SN § LIDW 8U} g jou

Fror-ti=IR (M ] S0 ] UDLLE S} {OU WD | (S J09H,,,
488 S BgOAOLILI SEM ILIKS BY],

AW, 'T08 PSUD RIS S Bl AW,

:L.wum\/m_h@

24 LuUQg Ceyinl Y puw Lued,,

WL Al ood Uy,

w YOsR

O UHM OBIOSUUOD SISUISPUS) SWOs 98 Ul (87,
1 05592005

SIY Ul IOHPDSID © $SOJIDISU] S PUY ©f PS8pul sunuoy)
pRg g pinom I tou alam am YyBnoyl usas puo
ARUOL 9U) UM ADIDSI 84 |IDUS M sy} JoU] 81094,
slay

Ioj|o suy) dn jas Yoeg Iipeadn ‘pibl ‘pled ple uo,
v MAMS ALl

&G JUBIW upw Addoyun syl Jo asp0 ay) te8s | ‘ess |,
104 O pray woll Bukeppnys ‘eBoolos ps |, [Iuds,,,
Jouoy U enBooip syt o) pausls) 960010S,

feBooiog Inoap Suppy 1SAIa SIW) L PIR SADMID 8-
SEAIBSUSL JO 810D o30] O} JUbU L sy Uosiad AeAl,,
SMBIA JO Juod SSaUISNG B Ul ALOLS

5] {DUL MBIA JO JUIOd SSBUSNG 0 Ul 1UIS3E)SS KBYL Ul |8Mm
Bipuis sADMID JO JUIcd D 8poUl RPDY &Y "aDuDHodWw;
12846 JO PUR ‘AYYRSM AISA 1SSOUISNA JO UBL D18M ABY],
wO1RIsUN] doayd AlsA 0 80 OF ANl S, 1L,

e HOSY INPUDYL

D UM 1 Op pUR ‘Aundwod nod 1nsq o) paiodeid wo
| "SEIM | LDUM LIQIL UDUL JBYIOUD S0 O} 8Al 0} 8doy |
CUY

uodn paxy Ajjusiu; sads Ausoyd suam aiay], -
S UL Yibauag pelgual 508 51y loy)

yonw o5 sdoys Lusls sy paine) eBooios, -
CAIBLDIS PUB 0L SOM i, -

CaIgisia Buiglou ge) pup

W) sfl "e2Rf S| 'ORSY 5l PSIDSDU0D YDiym
uaLLB %0DIG dosp D Ul PBPNOILS SOM if, -
CAISISALL pUR LWIoOIB JalDDs O)F PoLLLSas |,
CPayopolddn ALUS|S "AIBADRIE ‘AIMOS LWISIUDUL 8L,

dno4 3AVLS




