KS4 Reading List

Lord of the Flies — William Golding

A plane crashes on an uninhabited island and the only survivors, a
group of schoolboys, assemble on the beach and wait to be rescued.
By day they inhabit a land of bright fantastic birds and dark blue seas,
but at night their dreams are haunted by the image of a terrifying
beast.

Pride and Prejudice — Jane Austen

Pride and Prejudice, which opens with one of the most famous
sentences in English Literature, is an ironic novel of manners. In it,
the talkative and empty-headed Mrs Bennet has only one aim -
that of finding a good match for each of her five daughters.
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Rebecca — Daphne de Maurier

On a trip to the South of France, the shy heroine of Rebecca falls in
love with Maxim de Winter, a handsome widower. Although his
proposal comes as a surprise, she happily agrees to marry him. But as
they arrive at her husband's home, Manderley, a change comes over
Maxim, and the young bride is filled with dread. Friendless in the
isolated mansion, she realises that she barely knows him. In every
corner of every room is the phantom of his beautiful first wife,
Rebecca, and the new Mrs de Winter walks in her shadow.




To Kill a Mockingbird — Harper Lee

Presented through the young eyes of Scout Finch, Harper Lee explores
with exuberant humour the irrationality of adult attitudes to race and class
in the Deep South of the thirties. The conscience of a town steeped in
prejudice, violence and hypocrisy is challenged by the stamina of one
man's struggle for justice

Nineteen Eighty-Four- George Orwell

Hidden away in the Record Department of the sprawling
Ministry of Truth, Winston Smith skilfully rewrites the past to
suit the needs of the Party. Yet he inwardly rebels against the
totalitarian world he lives in, which demands absolute

rwe , obedience and controls him through the all-seeing telescreens
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and the watchful eye of Big Brother, symbolic head of the Party.
In his longing for truth and liberty, Smith begins a secret love
affair with a fellow-worker Julia, but soon discovers the true
price of freedom is betrayal.
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The Lovely Bones — Alice Sebold
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In heaven, Susie Salmon can have whatever she wishes for — except L‘

what she most wants, which is to be back with the people she R ¥
loved on earth. In the wake of her murder, Susie watches as her B~O N E S
happy suburban family is torn apart by grief; as her friends grow e
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up, fall in love, and do all the things she never had the chance to do
herself. But as Susie will come to realize, even in death, life is not

quite out of reach . .. SIE@IRY




Jane Eyre — Charlotte Bronte

Charlotte Bronte tells the story of orphaned Jane Eyre, who grows
up in the home of her heartless aunt, enduring loneliness and
cruelty. This troubled childhood strengthens Jane's natural
independence and spirit - which prove necessary when she finds
employment as a governess to the young ward of the brooding Mr
Rochester. As her feelings for Rochester develop, Jane gradually
uncovers Thornfield Hall's terrible secret, forcing her to make a
choice. Should she stay with Rochester and live with the

CHARLOTTE BRONTE consequences, or follow her convictions - even if it means leaving

JANE EYRE the man she loves?

Small Island — Andrea Levy

It is 1948, and England is recovering from a war. But at 21 Nevern
Street, London, the conflict has only just begun. Queenie Bligh's
neighbours do not approve when she agrees to take in Jamaican
lodgers, but Queenie doesn't know when her husband will return,
or if he will come back at all. What else can she do?

WINNER OF THE ORANGE PRIZE FOR FICTION

The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time — Mark Haddon

MARK ,&,,N The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time is a murder
Fhi mystery novel like no other. The detective, and narrator, is

C L( R l© US . Christopher Boone. Christopher is fifteen and has Asperger's
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Syndrome. He knows a very great deal about maths and very little
about human beings. He loves lists, patterns and the truth. He hates
the colours yellow and brown and being touched. He has never
gone further than the end of the road on his own, but when he
finds a neighbour's dog murdered he sets out on a terrifying
journey which will turn his whole world upside down.

‘OUTSTANDING...A stunningly
* » good read’ INDEPENDENT




The Road — Cormac McCarthy
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In a burned-out America, a father and his young son walk under a g ¥ ._~:
darkened sky, heading slowly for the coast. They have no idea what, if - f .
anything, awaits them there. The landscape is destroyed, nothing “;s ‘-;
moves save the ash on the wind and cruel, lawless men stalk the ﬁ a :'.o
roadside, lying in wait. Attempting to survive in this brave new world, a' ;’-'
the young boy and his protector have nothing but a pistol to defend 85 ; 5'0_':
themselves. They must keep walking. ¢ Vet
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Tinker, Tailor, Soldier, Spy —John le Carre

AIBENGUIN BOOK A mole, implanted by Moscow Centre, has infiltrated the highest ranks

of the British Intelligence Service, almost destroying it in the process.
And so former spymaster George Smiley has been brought out of
retirement in order to hunt down the traitor at the very heart of the
Circus - even though it may be one of those closest to him.

BY JOHN LE CARRE

CONSIDERED BY MANY

TO BE HIS MASTERWORK

Birdsong — Sebastien Faulks

1910. Amiens, Northern France. Stephen Wraysford, a young Englishman,
arrives in the French city to stay with the Azaire family. He falls in love with
unhappily married Isabelle and the two enter a tempestuous love affair.
But, with the world on the brink of war, the relationship falters. With his
love for Isabelle forever engraved on his heart, Stephen volunteers to fight
on the Western Front and enters the unimaginable dark world beneath the
trenches of No Man’s Land. From award-winning writer Sebastian Faulks,
Birdsong is an exceptionally moving and unforgettable portrait of the
ruthlessness of war and the indestructability of love.

‘ENGROSSING, MOVING,
AND UNFORGETTABLE’

The Times

WITH AN INTRODUCTION BY THE AUTHOR



On the Road — Jack Kerouac

gnfhe Sal Paradise (Sam Riley), a young innocent, joins his hero Dean Moriarty
oad (Garrett Hedlund), a traveller and mystic, on a breathless, exuberant ride
back and forth across the United States. A brilliant blend of fiction and
autobiography, Jack Kerouac's exhilarating novel swings to the rhythms
of 1950s underground America, racing towards the sunset with
unforgettable exuberance, poignancy and autobiographical passion. One
of the most influential and important novels of the 20th century, On the
Road is the book that launched the Beat Generation and remains the
bible of that literary movement.

The Lord of the Rings Trilogy —J. R. R. Tolkien

Sauron, the Dark Lord, has gathered to him all the Rings of Power —
the means by which he intends to rule Middle-earth. All he lacks in
his plans for dominion is the One Ring — the ring that rules them all -
which has fallen into the hands of the hobbit, Bilbo Baggins. In a
sleepy village in the Shire, young Frodo Baggins finds himself faced
with an immense task, as the Ring is entrusted to his care. He must
leave his home and make a perilous journey across the realms of
Middle-earth to the Crack of Doom, deep inside the territories of the
Dark Lord. There he must destroy the Ring forever and foil the Dark
Lord in his evil purpose.

J-R.R. TOLKIEN

The Kite Runner - Khaled Hosseini
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KH ALED Afghanistan, 1975: Twelve-year-old Amir is desperate to win
HOSSEINI the local kite-fighting tournament and his loyal friend Hassan
L promises to help him. But neither of the boys can foresee what

TEIESKERE ‘ will happen to Hassan that afternoon, an event that is to

RUNNER

shatter their lives. After the Russians invade and the family is
forced to flee to America, Amir realises that one day he must
return to Afghanistan under Taliban rule to find the one thing
that his new world cannot grant him: redemption.




A Short History of Nearly Everything — Bill Bryson

BILL BRYSON

A SHORT
Bill Bryson describes himself as a reluctant traveller, but even when H l ST Y OF
he stays safely at home he can't contain his curiosity about the . ' ‘
world around him. A Short History of Nearly Everything is his quest EVERY |NG

A JOURNEY THROUGH SPACE AND TIME

to understand everything that has happened from the Big Bang to
the rise of civilization - how we got from there, being nothing at all,
to here, being us.

“It's hard to Imagine a better rough guide to science®
Guordia

The Diviners (series) — Libba Bray

Something dark and evil has awakened... Evie O’Neill has been exiled
from her boring old hometown and shipped off to the bustling streets
of New York City—and she is ecstatic. The only catch is that she has to
live with her uncle Will and his unhealthy obsession with the occult.
Evie worries her uncle will discover her darkest secret: a supernatural
power that has only brought her trouble so far. But when the police
find a murdered girl branded with a cryptic symbol and Will is called
to the scene, Evie realizes her gift could help catch a serial killer.

LIBBA BRAY

We Hunt the Flame — Hafsah Faizal

A thrilling story of mystery, disguise and magic, the first part of
Faizal’s fantasy duology pits a girl warrior forced to conceal her
gender against a ruthless royal assassin. Set in a realm inspired
by the history and legends of ancient Arabia, We Hunt the
Flame is a brilliantly realised adventure yarn with characters
you can’t help but root for.

»—HAFSAH FAIZAL—=




Catch-22 — Joseph Heller

The novel is set during World War Il, from 1942 to 1944. It
mainly follows the life of Captain John Yossarian, a U.S. Army
Air Forces B-25 bombardier. Most of the events in the book
occur while the fictional 256th Squadron is based on the
island of Pianosa, in the Mediterranean Sea, west of Italy. The
novel looks into the experiences of Yossarian and the other
airmen in the camp, who attempt to maintain their sanity
while fulfilling their service requirements so that they may
return home.

The City of Brass - S.A. Chakraborty

Nahri has never believed in magic. Certainly, she has power;
on the streets of 18th century Cairo, she’s a con woman of
unsurpassed talent. But she knows better than anyone that
the trade she uses to get by—palm readings, zars,
healings—are all tricks, sleights of hand, learned skills; a
means to the delightful end of swindling Ottoman nobles.
But when Nahri accidentally summons an equally sly, darkly
mysterious djinn warrior to her side during one of her cons,
she’s forced to accept that the magical world she thought
only existed in childhood stories is real.

Further suggestions can be found on the following website:

https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/category/reading-lists-for-ks4-school-pupils/
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