
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 Course Expectations  

Welcome to Religious Studies at A Level! 

Now that you’ve decided to study Religious Studies at A level, you’ll need to do a bit of 
preparation. This pack contains activities and resources to prepare you to start your A level 
in September. It is aimed to be used after you complete your GCSEs throughout the rest of 
the summer term and over the summer holidays to ensure you are ready to start your 
course in September. 

When you arrive to your first lesson in September you should bring your completed project 
with you. You should also bring a folder, lined paper, dividers and plastic wallets. By the end 
of the course you will need one folder for each component. 

This course is split into 3 components: 

1. Study of a Religion (Christianity)  
2. Philosophy  
3. Ethics 

The resources include: 

• A task for each of the three components. 
• Including key words, research, podcasts, reviews, questions and videos.  
• There are also some suggested tasks to complete and books you could read. 

If you need any further information or have any questions please contact Mrs Gabbitass: 

kgabbitass@friary.greywoodmst.co.uk 

mailto:kgabbitass@friary.greywoodmst.co.uk


 Course Overview 

 

Et
hi

cs
 

Ph
ilo

so
ph

y 
Ch

ri
st

ia
ni

ty
 

Th
em

e 
1 

– 
Et

hi
ca

l T
ho

ug
ht

 –
 H

ow
 d

o 
pe

op
le
 m

ak
e 

de
ci
si
on

s?
 

• 
D

iv
in

e 
Co

m
m

an
d 

Th
eo

ry
 

• 
Vi

rt
ue

 T
he

or
y 

• 
Et

hi
ca

l E
go

is
m

 
• 

N
at

ur
al

is
m

 
• 

In
tu

it
io

ni
sm

 
• 

Em
ot

iv
is

m
 

Th
em

e 
2 

– 
D
eo

nt
ol
og

ic
al
 E

th
ic
s 

• 
A

bo
rt

io
n 

• 
Eu

th
an

as
ia

 
• 

Ca
pi

ta
l P

un
is

hm
en

t 
• 

Im
m

ig
ra

ti
on

 
Th

em
e 

3 
– 

Te
le
ol
og

ic
al
 E

th
ic
s 

• 
H

om
os

ex
ua

l R
el

at
io

ns
hi

ps
 

• 
Po

ly
am

or
ou

s 
Re

la
ti

on
sh

ip
s 

• 
A

ni
m

al
 E

xp
er

im
en

ta
ti

on
 

• 
N

uc
le

ar
 W

ea
po

ns
 

Th
em

e 
4 

– 
D
et

er
m
in
is
m
 a

nd
 F

re
ew

ill
  

• 
D

o 
we

 h
av

e 
fr

ee
wi

ll?
 

• 
Is

 e
ve

ry
th

in
g 

we
 d

o 
al

re
ad

y 
de

te
rm

in
ed

? 
• 

O
ri

gi
na

l s
in

 
• 

Th
e 

ab
so

lu
te

 p
ow

er
 o

f 
Go

d 
• 

Th
e 

co
rr

up
te

d 
na

tu
re

 o
f 

hu
m

an
s 

• 
Li

nk
 b

et
we

en
 G

od
 a

nd
 e

vi
l 

Th
em

e 
1 

– 
A
rg

um
en

ts
 f

or
 t

he
 e

xi
st

en
ce

 
of

 G
od

 
• 

D
oe

s 
Go

d 
ex

is
t?

 
• 

Te
le

ol
og

ic
al

 a
rg

um
en

t 
• 

Co
sm

ol
og

ic
al

 a
rg

um
en

t 
• 

O
nt

ol
og

ic
al

 a
rg

um
en

t 
Th

em
e 

2 
– 

Ch
al
le
ng

es
 t

o 
re

lig
io
us

 b
el
ie
f 

– 
ev

il 
& 

su
ff

er
in
g 

• 
Th

e 
pr

ob
le

m
 o

f 
ev

il 
an

d 
su

ff
er

in
g 

• 
W

hy
 w

ou
ld

 a
 lo

vi
ng

 G
od

 a
llo

w 
ev

il?
 

• 
Re

lig
io

us
 r

es
po

ns
es

 t
o 

th
e 

pr
ob

le
m

 o
f 

ev
il 

• 
Re

lig
io

us
 b

el
ie

f 
as

 a
 p

ro
du

ct
 o

f 
th

e 
hu

m
an

 m
in

d 
• 

A
th

ei
sm

 –
 r

ej
ec

ti
on

 o
f 

re
lig

io
n 

Th
em

e 
3 

– 
Re

lig
io
us

 E
xp

er
ie
nc

e 
• 

Th
e 

na
tu

re
 o

f 
re

lig
io

us
 e

xp
er

ie
nc

e 
• 

M
ys

ti
ca

l e
xp

er
ie

nc
e 

• 
Th

e 
in

fl
ue

nc
e 

of
 r

el
ig

io
us

 e
xp

er
ie

nc
e 

on
 r

el
ig

io
us

 p
ra

ct
ic

e 
an

d 
fa

it
h 

• 
M

ir
ac

le
s 
 

Th
em

e 
4 

– 
Re

lig
io
us

 L
an

gu
ag

e 
 

• 
Pr

ob
le

m
s 

of
 r

el
ig

io
us

 la
ng

ua
ge

 
• 

Is
 r

el
ig

io
us

 la
ng

ua
ge

 m
ea

ni
ng

le
ss

? 
• 

Re
lig

io
us

 la
ng

ua
ge

 a
s 

sy
m

bo
lic

 
• 

Re
lig

io
us

 la
ng

ua
ge

 a
s 

m
yt

hi
ca

l 
• 

Re
lig

io
us

 la
ng

ua
ge

 a
s 

a 
la

ng
ua

ge
 g

am
e 

Th
em

e 
1 

– 
Re

lig
io
us

 f
ig
ur

es
 a

nd
 s

ac
re

d 
te

xt
s • 

Je
su

s:
 h

is
 b

ir
th

 
• 

Je
su

s:
 h

is
 r

es
ur

re
ct

io
n 

• 
Th

e 
Bi

bl
e 

as
 a

 s
ou

rc
e 

of
 w

is
do

m
  

Th
em

e 
2 

– 
Re

lig
io
us

 C
on

ce
pt

s 
an

d 
Li
fe

 
• 

Th
e 

na
tu

re
 o

f 
Go

d 
• 

Th
e 

Tr
in

it
y 

• 
A

to
ne

m
en

t 
• 

Fa
it

h 
an

d 
wo

rk
s 

• 
Th

e 
co

m
m

un
it

y 
of

 b
el

ie
ve

rs
 

• 
Ke

y 
m

or
al

 p
ri

nc
ip

le
s  

Th
em

e 
3 

– 
Si

gn
if
ic
an

t 
so

ci
al
 a

nd
 

hi
st

or
ic
al
 d

ev
el
op

m
en

ts
 

• 
A

tt
it

ud
es

 t
ow

ar
ds

 w
ea

lt
h  

• 
M

ig
ra

ti
on

 a
nd

 C
hr

is
ti

an
it

y 
in

 t
he

 U
K 

• 
Eq

ua
lit

y,
 d

is
cr

im
in

at
io

n 
an

d 
th

e 
ch

an
gi

ng
 r

ol
e 

of
 m

en
 a

nd
 w

om
en

 
• 

Se
cu

la
ri

sa
ti

on
 

• 
Ch

al
le

ng
es

 f
ro

m
 s

ci
en

ce
 

Th
em

e 
4 

– 
Re

lig
io
us

 p
ra

ct
ic
es

 t
ha

t 
sh

ap
e 

re
lig

io
us

 i
de

nt
it
y 

 
• 

Ba
pt

is
m

 
• 

Eu
ch

ar
is

t 
• 

Ch
ri

st
m

as
 

• 
Ea

st
er

 
• 

Re
lig

io
us

 E
xp

er
ie

nc
e 

• 
Po

ve
rt

y 
an

d 
In

ju
st

ic
e 



 Tasks 

1. Study of a Religion - Christianity 
The religion we will be looking at is Christianity. This will be split into 4 themes; Religious Figures and 
Sacred Texts; Religious Concepts; Religious Life and Religious Practices. Use the internet to research the 
meanings of the key terms/concepts below.  

Incarnation  

Resurrection  

Atonement  

Salvation  

Original Sin  

Omnipotent  

Omniscient  

Omnipresent  

The Trinity  

 



2. Philosophy 
The first topic you will study in Philosophy is The Cosmological Argument. You should watch the videos 
below and answer the questions that follow.  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yyiNbJlqcJo  
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WLKwImYuEKU  
 

1. What does the argument set out to prove? 
__________________________________________________________                                 _ 

2. What does a posteriori mean?  
__________________________________________________________                                 _ 

3. What does inductive mean? 
 __________________________________________________________                                  

4. What conclusion does it want us to accept? 
___________________________________________________________ 

5. What does cosmos mean? 
 ___________________________________________________________ 

6. What is the argument based on and what does it mean? 
___________________________________________________________ 

7. What is the first cause? What three characteristics must it have? 
__________________________________________________________                                 _ 
__________________________________________________________                                 _ 
__________________________________________________________                                 _ 
 

8. Who came up with the cosmological argument? What was his ‘job’? 
__________________________________________________________                                 _ 
__________________________________________________________                                 _ 
__________________________________________________________                                 _ 
 

9. What are Aquinas’ Five Ways?  
a.    
b.     
c.     
d.    
e.   

10. What is the cosmological argument? 
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

11. What is the BIG problem with the argument? 
__________________________________________________________                                 _ 
__________________________________________________________                                 _ 
____________________________________________________________ 

12. What is the Kalam Cosmological Argument? 
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yyiNbJlqcJo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WLKwImYuEKU


13. What did Leibniz argue the universe needs? 
__________________________________________________________                                 _ 
__________________________________________________________                                 _ 
____________________________________________________________ 

14. What are three criticisms of the Cosmological argument? 
a. ______________________________________________________ 
b. ______________________________________________________ 
c. ______________________________________________________ 

3. Ethics 
Use the following website to choose a podcast that interests you. Listen to the podcast and write a review 
below. Think about the ethical issues that arise and arguments for and against the issue. Feel free to give 
your opinion!  

http://www.open.edu/openlearn/history-the-arts/culture/philosophy/ethics-bites-podcast-the-full-
series  

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 

http://www.open.edu/openlearn/history-the-arts/culture/philosophy/ethics-bites-podcast-the-full-series
http://www.open.edu/openlearn/history-the-arts/culture/philosophy/ethics-bites-podcast-the-full-series


 Glossary 

Religion A particular system of faith and worship. 
Belief An acceptance that something exists or is true, especially one without proof. 

Faith A belief in something or somebody. In terms of religious faith can also imply an attitude 
of trust or assent to unproved assertions. 

Secular Not connected with religious or spiritual matters. 
Philosophy The study of the fundamental nature of knowledge, reality, and existence. 
Atheist A person who disbelieves or lacks belief in the existence of God or gods. 
Theist A person who believes in the existence of a god or gods, specifically of a creator who 

intervenes in the universe. 

Agnostic A person who believes that nothing is known or can be known of the existence or 
nature of God. 

Reason The use of logic to come to a conclusion. 
Free will The ability to act at one’s own discretion. This results in having moral responsibility for 

our free choices. 

Religious 
Experience 

A personal experience of the divine. 

Natural Evil Cause of suffering within the natural world including disaster, disease, decay and 
death. Sometimes referred to as suffering, this is evil which is not the consequence of 
specific human action and humans generally have little or no control over it. 

Moral Evil Intentional human action (commission) or inaction (omission) that results in suffering, 
eg murder. 

Ethics This term comes from the Greek word ethikos, which in its root form (ethos) means 
custom or habit. It refers to a branch of moral philosophy that aims to determine the 
meaning of right and wrong, and subsequently the correct way to act. 

Absolute 
Morality 

Absolute morality is when a person has a principle such as ‘it is wrong to kill’ and never 
alters it. They apply this principle or moral standard to all situations, no matter what 
the context or circumstance. 

Relative 
Morality 

Relative morality is when a person holds a moral principle but is prepared to adapt or 
adjust it in certain situations. This person might believe that, if it reduces suffering in 
the future, killing in war might be necessary. 

Moral 
Responsibility 

To be morally responsible requires freedom of choice. It is the status of morally 
deserving praise, blame, reward, or punishment for an act or omission, in accordance 
with moral obligations. 

 



 Additional Reading / Viewing / Listening 

Suggested books to read, films to watch, podcasts to listen to 

and games to play…  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://thepanpsycast.co

m/panpsycast2/  

http://www.philosophyexperiments.com/ 

http://thepanpsycast.com/panpsycast2/
http://thepanpsycast.com/panpsycast2/
http://www.philosophyexperiments.com/


 Supporting Resources  

Suggested General Internet resources and radio/TV programmes 

Link Description 
 

http://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualificat
ions/religious-studies/as-a-level/ 

Exam board website. Useful for specifications and past 
papers. 

https://philosophymonster.weebly.c
om/ 

 

Regularly updated with materials to help with our A Level 
course. 

http://thesagetrain.co.uk/ 
 

Website to go with the book The Sage train.  Has useful 
information on the philosophers included in the book. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCtOLJIWPWAcxFa37iQOUtOA 
 

MrMcMillanREvis YouTube channel for A Level RS. Mostly 
useful for Philosophy.  This may not be for our exam 
board – so use with your specification to check that you 
are learning relevant material. 

http://thepanpsycast.com/episodes
-by-category/ 

 

A collection of Podcasts that are regularly updated, 
mostly suited to Philosophy and Ethics 

http://www.rsrevision.com/contents
/index.htm 
 

A collection of revision materials – not exam board 
specific and so you need to check which information is 
relevant. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/
b006qykl 
 

In our Time is a Radio 4 programme which looks at 
influential ideas and people. It often takes complex ideas 
and makes them easy to understand. As well as watching 
out for new episodes the archives are useful. There is a 
religion section and philosophy section. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/
b09v6xx3 
 

The Moral maze is particularly useful for Ethics and 
Theme 3 Christianity.  Each week a panel discusses an 
ethical issue. The archives are full of useful episodes. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes
/b006s6p6/episodes/player 
 

Beyond Belief is radio 4’s weekly programme that looks at 
faith in the modern world, probably most useful for the 
Christianity side of the course. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/epis
odes/b007zpll?suggid=b007zpll 
 

The Big Questions is on every Sunday morning, an 
audience discuss moral issues. Mostly relevant to Ethics 
and Christianity Theme 3. 

 

http://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/religious-studies/as-a-level/
http://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/religious-studies/as-a-level/
https://philosophymonster.weebly.com/
https://philosophymonster.weebly.com/
http://thesagetrain.co.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtOLJIWPWAcxFa37iQOUtOA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtOLJIWPWAcxFa37iQOUtOA
https://www.youtube.com/user/MrMcMillanREvis
http://thepanpsycast.com/episodes-by-category/
http://thepanpsycast.com/episodes-by-category/
http://www.rsrevision.com/contents/index.htm
http://www.rsrevision.com/contents/index.htm
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006qykl
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006qykl
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b09v6xx3
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b09v6xx3
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006s6p6/episodes/player
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006s6p6/episodes/player
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episodes/b007zpll?suggid=b007zpll
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episodes/b007zpll?suggid=b007zpll
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